Audubon Ohio Advisory Board Meeting

Sunday, February 12, 2006

Deer Creek State Park Resort, Mt. Sterling, Ohio

Board Members Attending:  Lyn Boone, Peter Cannon (ex officio), Greg Cunningham, Sam Fitton, Barry Hunlock, David Jenike, Jackie Light, Guy Mercer, Pete Precario, Jan Rodenfels, Tom Romito, Jack Rupert, Will Sogg, Jerry Tinianow (ex officio), Liz Woedl, Burch Zehner, Ellen Zehner

Board Members Excused:  Frances Beasley, Jack Smith

Staff Members Attending: Christie Vargo, Cathy Raymond

Staff Members Excused:  Ellen Armstrong, John Ritzenthaler, Heather Starck, 

Casey Tucker, Marnie Urso

NAS Guests: John Byrne, Peg Olsen, Ed Whitaker

Other Guests:  Lori Overmyer

1. Will called the meeting to order and thanked attendees for coming. 

2. After a round of introductions, the minutes from the Advisory Board Meeting of November 5, 2005 were approved without change. 

3. Jerry presented the report of the Governance Committee.  The Governance Committee nominated the following board members to serve in the offices shown until the beginning of the first board meeting in 2007:

Will Sogg, President, 

Liz Woedl, Vice President

Jack Rupert, Vice President of Finance and Administration

Pete Precario, Secretary

Frances Beasley, Executive Committee at large.

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the nominees were unanimously elected.

4. Christie Vargo and Jan Rodenfels led a discussion of the proposed capital campaign for the Columbus Audubon Center.  A detailed campaign plan was distributed prior to the meeting.  Jan reviewed the history of the project and the nature of the proposed park development and Center.  Christie reviewed the selling points of the Center project and outlined the proposed capital campaign.  Christie introduced Lori Overmyer who is with Goettler Associates, and explained their role as capital campaign consultants.  After a lengthy discussion by the board, and upon a motion duly made and seconded, the proposed capital campaign was approved with an initial goal of $8.5 million and a stretch goal of $11.5 million.  

5. Peter Cannon reported on the January 2006 national board meeting in Dallas.  The board is considering a substantial expansion of Audubon’s role in the campaign to prevent global warming.  

6. The board heard committee reports.  The Governance Committee had reported earlier in the meeting.  The other board committees reported as follows:

a. Development Committee:  Christie and Greg presented information on the annual birdathon and ecotour that would take place in May.  The goal will be to use the birdathon to raise at least $10,000 for Audubon Ohio.  Board members can solicit donors and conduct birdathons on their own, but Audubon Ohio will organize an ecotour based at the Maumee Bay State Park on May 12 and 13 for those who want to do the birdathon as a group activity.  Christie and Greg solicited suggestions as to how the ecotour should be conducted.  They will provide further details to the Board shortly.

b. Chapter Relations Committee:  After a 15-minute break, Jackie reported that the Committee would confer soon to set an agenda for the year.  Two chapters (Clark County and Appalachian Front) did not return 2005 annual reports and would not receive a safety net payment for 2005.

c. Conservation Committee:  Pete and Jerry solicited participants for a Great Lakes Lobby Days trip to Washington in March.  

d. Communications/Outreach Committee:  Tom Romito led a discussion of whether Audubon Ohio should retain a public relations consultant and/or a consultant to manage the Audubon Ohio web site.  The committee will pursue both issues further.

e. Education Committee:  In Tom Schaefer’s absence, Jerry reported that the committee had submitted an application to the Ohio Environmental Education Fund for a grant that would allow it to develop an Ohio Supplement that could be included in Audubon Adventures classroom kits.

7. The staff did not have any supplemental reports, and there were no questions about the written staff report.

8. Jerry presented the financial report for the first two quarters of FY2006.  Jerry said that Audubon Ohio was on track to meet the goal of finishing the year with a deficit no greater than $50,000.  Jack Rupert asked that financial spreadsheets include a date stamp to show the date on which they were prepared.

9. Jerry distributed a revised summary of the proposed FY2007 budget.  The proposed budget is balanced despite much higher income and expenses, due to the capital campaign.  Upon motion duly made and seconded, the board voted to recommend that Audubon Ohio submit the proposed budget to the national Accounting Department.  The vote was unanimous, except that Barry abstained.  Jerry explained that final approval authority over the budget was lodged with the national board of directors, which would make its decision in May.

10. Jerry reviewed the sign-up for board committees, noting that there will be an ad hoc Planning Committee this year in addition to the seven committees provided for in the board’s Policies and Procedures.  Will indicated his intention to appoint committee members as shown on the sign-up form, and the Board approved.  Will is going to also appoint committee chairs.  [A committee roster has since been circulated.]

11. Jerry announced that the next meeting of the Board would be held on Saturday, April 1, 2006 at a location in Cleveland to be announced.  The meeting would run from 11 am to 3 pm.

12. Will thanked the three national staff members who attended the meeting for their time and valuable contributions.

13. The meeting was adjourned at 12:03 pm by unanimous consent.

